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Roberta’s House battles a grief epidemic 
that holds some communities and 
families hostage. As Baltimore’s crime 
rates continue to climb, the need for grief 
support rises. 2016 is Baltimore’s second 
deadliest year on record. 

Children are exposed to multiple 
deaths in their families and on-going 
violence in their neighborhoods. They 
experience feelings of hopelessness, 
and grief reactions to tragedies they 
don’t understand. Roberta’s House 
gives the emotional support and 
understanding they need to heal. 

Roberta’s House is creating paths to grief 
support in urban communities. We are 
rebuilding grief stricken neighborhoods 
where each child, teen, and adult have a 
support system. The children and parents 
we reach no longer hide their concerns 
and fears about their trauma. We provide 
an environment where they feel safe to 
share their stories. 

Through our programs, many have come 
to learn their feelings of anger, sadness, 
and hurt, are normal, and how to manage 
them in healthy ways. We work with 
families to encourage making the home 
a place where children feel nurtured and 
protected. Through Roberta’s House, healing 
is made possible in the urban communities. 

Out of 318 homicides in Baltimore, 
more than a dozen of the lives taken 
were children. 91.5% of the black men 
killed left children fatherless. When the 
violence rips families and communities 
apart, Roberta’s House is there to support 
the survivor. When it affects the schools, 
workplaces, and public spaces, Roberta’s 
House is ready to teach how to cope.  As 
the grief epidemic continues to spread, 
more support is needed.

At Roberta’s House, we have over 500 
volunteers committed to providing 
grief support to the communities under 
siege. We work to build allies in the 
neighborhoods that join us to reject the 
violence and crime to support healing. We 
work tirelessly to keep the children filled 
with hope, and our communities healthy. 

It is because of your support that our 
work is possible. Your investment in 
Roberta’s House and the communities we 
serve truly make a difference. Thank you 
for your continued support!

n Families Healing Together: a 10 week 
support group for children ages 5 to 17 and 
their families

n Time of Sharing: a 9 week comprehensive  
holistic peer support program for adults

n Changing the Game: a 6 month peer 
support group for at-risk teens to grow 
through grief and develop positive life goals

n Survivors Advocacy: a home visitation 
program and resources for families touched 
by a homicidal death, to readjust and achieve 
sustainability

n Rays of Hope: a 10 week peer support group 
for families with children ages 5 to 17 who 
have experienced a death of someone due  
to homicide

n HOPE Project (Healing Ourselves 
Through Peer Empowerment): a home 
visitation program that serves mothers 
experiencing loss of a baby before or after 
birth up to one year,  providing resources and 
emotional support

n Still a Mom (SAM): a 10 week peer support 
group for moms who are grieving the loss of 
pregnancy or an infant up to 1 year

ACHIEVING OUR MISSION | THROUGH SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

A Message from the President

Annette March-Grier, 
CNN Hero 2014

“Through our 
programs, many 

come to learn 
their feelings of 
anger, sadness, 

and hurt, are 
normal, and how 
to manage them  
in healthy ways.”

CREATING SAFER COMMUNITIES
THANK YOU FOR GIVING HOPE TO EXTRAORDINARY CHILDREN

Annette March-Grier,
President

Roberta’s House
CNN Hero
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n Healing Through Quilting: a 10 week 
support group for moms to reconnect and 
continue support in healing

n Homicide Transformation Project: a 10 
week peer support group with a licensed 
clinician after the death of someone due to 
homicide

n Growing Through Loss: a 10 week in-school 
peer support group for students who have 
experienced the death of someone special

n Good Grief: an educational workshop for 
students in grades K-12 to learn how to adapt 
and cope with loss

n Camp Erin®: an annual three-day overnight 
adventure camp for bereaved youth ages  
6 to 17

n Volunteer Trainings: 24 hours, educational 
and experiential workshops to teach adults 
how to care for the bereaved and facilitate  
 

support groups; CEU’s offered for social 
workers and mental health practitioners

n Community Outreach: professional 
workshops and trainings for community 
leaders, churches and mental health providers

WHAT WE DO
Roberta’s House is the leading provider of grief support services to children, 
teens, families, and adults in urban communities.  It offers free programs, 
trainings, and workshops at a safe place to those who need it most. As an 
advocate of grief healing in neighborhoods with limited means of support, 
Roberta’s House promotes awareness and provides education on the issues 
of grief. Our support groups and healing circles for children, teens, and 
adults help them to understand grief, its process, and how to cope.

Roberta’s House has professional licensed social workers and advocates who 
make home visits to mother’s who have lost their infants and to families who 
have been traumatized by a homicidal death. Roberta’s House encourages 
and models its support for families with children. Our greatest concern is to 
assure that individuals get the help they need and do not remain isolated  
in their grief.

FINDINGS OF GRIEVING CHILDREN
Most children have difficulty adjusting to the loss/death:

• 77.37% children/teens have some emotional problems (clingy, cries a lot, 
angry, nervous ticks, feeling guilty

• 56% had difficulty concentrating (doing school work, paying attention, 
following directions)

• 46.91% had aggression problems (anger easily, aggression towards 
other kids, fighting, mood swings

• 52.67% have adjustment problems overall

Tyler’s Story, 7 years old
Program: Rays of Hope

“Sometimes I feel sad that someone killed my 
brother. When I feel sad I try to think about 
the fun times together. I think about how 
he used to make me laugh. I miss my brother. 
He was my only brother. He used to help me. 
When I feel sad, Roberta’s House taught me 
it’s okay to cry.  I like Roberta’s House there 
are kids there like me. We have fun there. 
Roberta’s House taught me how to make 
a memory box. Sometimes I look inside my 
memory box. It has all the special memories 
about my brother.”

A Journey to Restore Hope:  
Personal Stories



4  |  Roberta’s House Annual Report 2016

ACHIEVING SUCCESS  | THROUGH OUR PROGRAMS

Participants Participants ProgramProgram

Rays of Hope  - 
Baltimore City

Rays of Hope -  
Prince George’s County

Homicide  
Transformation Project

Survivors Advocate 
Program

Bereavement  
Ministry Training

Candlelight Services

Volunteer  
Workshops/Training

Community Outreach via 
workshops and presentations

91

6

55

606

23

515

48

1714 

VOLUNTEERS  | OUR GREATEST RESOURCE

A very special thank you 
to our volunteers....
The love, wisdom, and time you share rekindles  
hope day after day.  Thank you for another  
phenomenal year! 

Time of Sharing

Family Program

SAM (Still A Mom)

Healing
Through Quilting

“Good Grief”  
Workshops

Growing 
Through Grief  

Changing 
the Game

Camp Erin

The HOPE Project 
Home Visitation 

Program

97

163

27

14

209

113

48

62

40

2,611  
People Served 

in our  
Programs

The Value of Volunteer Time:

9,571 Total Volunteer Hours
$244,644 Total Value
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What was most helpful in the group...

“Meeting dynamic powerful human beings who are 
going through the same issues, supporting, sharing 
and listening.”

“Understanding it’s okay to go through and come 
out a better person.”  

COPING WITH GRIEF | 2016 OUTCOMES

After Grief Support

95%

72%

73%

92%

95%

Easier to talk about death after support group

Learn that it’s okay to have all kinds of feelings

It’s helpful to talk to other children/teens who  
have lost someone

Feel a lot better emotionally and physically

Feel they have adult support they need after 
attending

Say sessions have helped them to  
understand their grief/losses

Report less stress

Say their school attendance and work has 
improved

Say their behavior and attitude has improved

Learned two or more coping skills

Attend 6 or more of the 10 sessions

Of child’s performance in school improved

Children/teens physical symptoms improved 
(stomachaches, headaches, complaints, fears)

Said that RH exceeded or met their expectations

Recommend RH to others

Attend Baltimore City Public Schools

Of children/teens have some emotional  
problems (clingy, cries a lot, angry, nervous  
ticks, feeling guilty)

Have dropped out of school or are expelled

Have difficulty concentrating (doing school 
work, paying attention, following directions)

Had aggression problems (anger easily, 
aggression towards other kids, fighting,  
mood swings)

Have adjustment problems overall

Have a family member or a friend that is ill

88%

100% 
100%

87%

87% 

100%

87.5% 

50% 

87%

98%

What the parents are saying...

Profile of Children & Teens who come for support 

FINANCIAL STATUS

Revenue
State & Local Government Grants ..................$545,588 
Foundation/Trust/Non-Profit Grants .............$480,151 
Individual & Board Member Contributions ......$93,320 
Other ...............................................................$55,402 
Fundraising/Special Events .............................$24,678 
Corporate & Business Contributions ..................$5,657

Total $ 1,204,796

Expenses
Programs ......................................................$982,521 
General and Administrative ...........................$204,952 
Fundraising .......................................................$9,598

Total  $1,197,071

Change in Net Assets  ................................ $135,539

Net Assets BOY  ..................................................$249,303

Net Assets EOY  ...................................................$284,842

What children/teens self report...

87%

77%

3.4%

56%

47%

53%

36%

Programs 
82%

Expenses

Fundraising   
1%

General and 
Administrative 

17%

Other  
5%

Individual & 
Board Member 
Contributions  

8%

Corporate & 
Business 

Contributions  
0.5%

Fundraising & 
Special Events  

2%

Foundation/ 
Trust/ 

Non-Profit 
Grants 
40%

State & Local 
Government 

Grants 
45%

Revenue
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DONORS HAVE MADE POSSIBLE
AMAZING THINGS

Look how much good a gift to Roberta’s House can do!

REDUCED IMPACT

GREW HOPE

SUPPORTED FAMILIES

WENT TO SCHOOLS

TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

GRADUATED FAMILIES

MORE THAN 1,200 DONORS
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Annette March-Grier, RN, 
President
Patricia Jessamy, 
Chairperson
Victor C. March, Sr., 
Treasurer 

Erich W. March, 
Secretary
Steve S. Sharfstein, MD
Kim McCalla
Milton A. Dugger, Jr., CLU

Dr. Patricia Pender
Nathaniel Jones, Esq.
Benjamin Morgan
Paulette Burgess, Ed.D.
Councilwoman Mary Pat Clark

Executive Director,  
Veronica Land-Davis, LCSW-C

Our Roberta’s House Board of Directors

A Community of Church Supporters/Donors

Asbury Broadneck United  
Methodist Church
Berean Baptist Church  
of Baltimore City Inc.
Bethel Temple Church  
of Christ
Canaan Missionary Baptist
Christ United  
Methodist Church
Divine Hand of God  
Holy Church

East Baltimore  
Deliverance Church
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Fresh Water Ministry,  
Baltimore City
Koinoia Baptist Church
Morning Star Baptist Church
National Baptist Deacons 
Convention of America, Inc.
New Bethlehem Free Will  
Baptist Church

New Psalmist Baptist Church
New Zion Baptist Church of 
Baltimore City, Inc.
Omega Baptist Church and 
Ministries Inc
Restoration Worship Center
Restoring Family Life Center of 
Hope, Inc
Southern Baptist Church-Christian 
Education Dept.
St. Ann Catholic Church

St. Ambrose Catholic Church
St. Paul Baptist Church
St. Philips Lutheran Church
St. Timothy’s Christian  
Baptist Church
The Knighs of Peter Claver/Ladies 
Auxiliary St. Ann  
Court # 331
United Baptist Church
Zion Baptist Church

Top Visionary Funders

Grants/Foundations/
Corporations   
$1000-$200,000
Aegon Transamerica Foundation
Baltimore City
Baltimore City Health 
Department
Barton Malow Co. Foundation
Behavioral Health Systems 
Baltimore
CareFirst BlueChoice
CareFirst Blue Cross
Carlessia Hussein  
Minority Opportunity
Charles Crane Foundation
Chesapeake Charitable 
Foundation
Eli Seth Matthews Leukemia 
Foundation
Elijah’s Hope Foundation
Family League of Baltimore 
City, Inc.
Goldseker Foundation

Governors Office of Crime Control 
& Prevention
IGH Charitable  
Foundation, Inc.

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health; Department of 
Health, Policy and Management
Kaiser Foundation  
Health Plan Inc.
Kaiser Permanente Foundation
Lois and Philip Macht Family 
Philanthropic Fund
March of Dimes
Marguerite Casey Foundation
Mayor of Baltimore City, CDBG
Morris A Mechanic Foundation Inc.
New York Life Foundation
Rite Aid Foundation
Sunshine Angels Foundation
SunTrust Foundation
Survivors Homicide Grant
The Abell Foundation, Inc.

The Baltimore Community 
Foundation-Children’s Fresh Air
The Harry and Jeanette 
Weinberg Foundation, Inc.
The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein 
Foundation, Inc.
The March Family
WBAL Kids Campaign
Wiessner Foundation
York Children’s Foundation
Zanvyl and Isabelle  
Kreiger Fund

Individual Donors  
$1000 & Up
Annette March-Grier, RN
Brendye Esmond
Judith Carmichael
Cecil Flamer
Cynthia March Malloy
Darren Farmer
Donavin Burley
Donna Doyle

Dr. Patricia Pender
Paulette Burgess, Ed.D.
Erich March
Kenneth Grant, Sr.
Kim McCalla
Mary Jo Putney Inc.
Milton Dugger
Olivia D. Farrow
Outward Bound
Patricia Jessamy
Steven S. Sharfstein, MD
The Moyer Foundation
Victor C March, Sr.

Organizational Donors
ADS System Safety Consulting, LLC.
ASD Inc.
Ashburton Soul Shack
Baltimore Smart Set
Brown Capital Management, LLC.
Dream 4 It Inc.

Elite Exhalers
Emanuel Moore & Associates, 
Inc.
J4P Associates
Key Network Solutions, LLC.
Maryland Educational 
Opportunity Center
Maryland State Funeral Directors 
Association, Inc.
McVet
National Baptist Deacons 
Convention of America, Inc.
New York Life
OFIT Employees Fund
Pandora
Radisson @ Cross Keys
Sullivans Steakhouse
The Burbage Funeral Home
Time Printers
Vera Bradley

Roberta’s House is deeply grateful for the support and partnership of foundations, government agencies, and  
individual donors. Because of your vision and generosity in 2016, resources were made available to expand our services.  
We greatly appreciate all of our donors.  Additional donors can be found on our website.

PEOPLE MAKING IT HAPPEN | OUR TEAM, SUPPORTERS & FUNDERS



United Way and Combined Charities # 7987   •  2510 St Paul St., Baltimore, MD 21218
Phone: 410/235-6633  •  Fax: 410/235-6636  •  www.robertashouse.org

VISION
Families who experience loss are able to transform their despair to hope, 
become healthy, and ultimately create safer communities.

MISSION
We believe all children and families suffering the loss or death of someone 
special should have support, and a safe place to heal and recover. Roberta’s 
House addresses grief as a public health preventative service.

A   R   C   H   I   T   E   C   T   S

401 Woodbourne Avenue
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A Family Grief Support Center

Goal: $10,000,000
Dear Donors,
We need your support! In order to 
continue to meet the needs of the 
many children and families we serve, 
it is vital for our capital campaign to 
be a success. Please help us raise $10 
million dollars for the building of our 
new location.  For instruction on how 
to donate to our capital campaign, 
please visit our website www.
robertashouse.org. Thank you in 
advance for your support.

n	 Offer healing and hope as 
a trained support group 
leader or facilitator. 

n	 Deepen your 
organization’s expertise 
by hosting a professional 
development workshop. 

n	 Make a donation to 
increase impact at  
www.robertashouse.org 

Other Ways to Help

Annette March-Grier 

A Journey to Restore 
Hope:  Personal Stories

Vickie’s Story
Program: Still a Mom

“I always wanted to be a mother. I 
finally was able to carry past 3 weeks. 
They gave me a baby shower when 
I was 8-1/2 months pregnant. I had 
been secretly shopping all along. I 
knew I was having a girl. We were 
going to call her Serenity. My baby, 
Serenity did not make it. I saw 
the chord around her neck after I 
delivered her. The doctors cried too. I 
walked out of the hospital alone. I 
grieved heavily. Without Roberta’s 
House I would have never made it.” 

GET INVOLVED | SUPPORT OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN


